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December 2007 Principal’s Holiday Message 
 

“When I was very young, most of my childhood heroes wore capes, flew through the air, or 

picked up buildings with one arm. They were spectacular and got a lot of attention. But, as I 

grew, my heroes changed; so that now I can honestly say that anyone who does anything to 

help a child is a hero to me.”  -- Mister Rogers 

 

  

December 5 
Winter Concert I at 

the High School 

7:00 PM 

 

December 7 
6th Gr. Recreation 

Night   

7:00-9:00 PM 
 

December 11 
Winter Concert II in 

the High School 

7:00 PM 

 
December 17 
Board of Education 

Meeting 

8:15 PM 

 
December 18 

Winter Concert III at 

the Middle School 

7:00 PM 

 
December 24 -

January 1 
Winter Holiday 

Recess 
 

January 2, 2007 

Return to school 
 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us 

Dear Parents, 

 

This is truly a wonderful time of year…the time of year when we 

take stock of our lives; when we re-center our priorities around 

family and friends; when we strive to be at least for a few days the 

type of person we would hope to be throughout the year. This is 

also the time of year when we give a bit more to charity and open 

our hearts to those less fortunate. And, during this special time, 

our finest dreams for each other and for ourselves seem to be 

within reach, somehow a bit more achievable…when we do seem 

to feel ourselves as members of an extended family. 

 

What a wonderful holiday season message to share with our chil-

dren.  A message that real heroes are those who make a difference 

in the lives of others throughout the year. Our heroes are our fire-

men and first responders when there’s an emergency. Our heroes 

are the volunteers who provide company to the lonely in hospitals. 

Our heroes are those who make a difference in the lives of chil-

dren. What a wonderful message to share…that we each have 

within ourselves the capacity to be heroes in the lives of others. 

 

Please accept my very best wishes and may you and our entire 

school family be blessed with the joy of the season. And, one day, 

maybe, just maybe, we’ll be able to keep alive the wonder of the 

holiday season throughout the year. 

 

Best wishes, 

Peter Osroff 



We're Back and Better than Ever! 
  

The Anti-Bullying Club, ABC, is proud to be starting it's fourth year in Garden 
City Middle School. Members of the club started the year participating in a 
number of ice-breaker activities promoting social and emotional aware-
ness.  During the month of October, the club hosted it's first contest in which 
homebase classes were asked to create an anti-bullying quilt.  The winner of 
the contest was Mrs. Gries' homebase class.  The runner's up included Mrs. 
Pollack's and Mrs. Imperato's homebase classes.  All quilts will be displayed 
on the bulletin board next to the library until December break.  Currently, the 
club is running a poster contest in which students are asked to visually dis-
play any part of the L.E.A.D.E.R.S. strategies.  The club hopes their activities, 
contests, and projects will encourage students to be active role models.  New 
members are always welcome to attend.  The clubs meets every Monday after-
noon in room 151.  Please see Ms. Greenwald for more information. 

Math Research Club 
The Math Research Club is off to a 

fantastic start this year.  There are 

currently 16 students participat-

ing, with all grades, 6 through 8, 

represented.  According to the 

club Advisor, Mr. Hoffmann, it is 

the largest group of student partici-

pants from GCMS in many 

years.  "It is exciting to see so 

many students taking advantage of 

academic activities outside of the 

classroom.  Interest in the Math 

Research Club is really growing 

from year to year, and it is a won-

derful opportunity to work with 

such a dedicated and fo-

cused cohort of young men and 

women."  The students have cho-

sen projects covering a wide range 

of topics, such as optical illusions, 

Pascal's Triangle, ellipses, math 

and scuba diving, radio frequency, 

and statistics.  This group will be 

the largest from GCMS to compete 

in the annual LI Math Fair at Hof-

stra University this spring. 

Electronic Tech Club 

The Electronic Technology Club 

goal is to develop a basic elec-

tronic concept that leads up to 

Robotic basic operations. We will 

use various components to con-

struct, develop and test elec-

tronic circuits.  The club meets 

Tuesdays at 7:30 am in room 146 

with the Technology Teacher, Mr. 

Hayes. 
 

The Homework Club 
     Students in the Homework Club 
meet in a relaxed atmosphere in the 
library on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
3:30 pm to study, socialize and re-
ceive the support of the Homework 
Club teachers : Mrs. Olsen, Mrs. Por-
ter and Mr. Hakes. 
      Students leave the Homework Club 
at 4:30 pm with a great feeling know-
ing that all of their homework is com-
pleted and  that they are able to have 
some free time at home. The home-
work club teachers also provide ample 
opportunities to prepare the students 
for their upcoming  quizzes and ex-
ams. 
  



 
CLUB HIGHLIGHTS 

 

This year the Garden City Middle School is participating in a wonderful program 

called Best Buddies. The Best Buddies Club is a nonprofit organization dedi-

cated to enhancing the lives of people with intellectual disabilities by providing 

opportunities for one-to-one friendships.  

 

In only two months running, the Best Buddies Club has recruited almost 50 

members. We have met as a chapter three times, and each meeting has been an 

absolute success. In October, we had a wonderful Halloween party with crafts 

and spooky music. In the beginning of November, we had a friendship party 

where buddies created matching friendship bracelets representing their new 

friendships. We look forward to our dance party on November 29! 

 

We would like to thank the wonderful students and staff of the Garden City Mid-

dle School who have contributed to the success of the Best Buddies Program. We 

anticipate an excellent year with Best Buddies and our new friendships.  

 
Our club meets twice a month on Thursdays after school from 3:20-4:20.   Please 

see Miss Palmieri or Mr. Filosa for more information.  

8th grade Students Write Spanish Comics 
 

           Eighth grade students in Señora Porter's classes made up Spanish comic 
strips as their term project for the first quarter. They were told to make up their 
own characters or to use existing comics and to make up their own conversa-
tions in Spanish for each of the characters. The purpose of this project was to 
practice the vocabulary and the grammatical expressions that they had been re-
viewing during the first quarter. The comic strip booklets are on display in 
the showcase in the front of the school. 



Multi-cultural club 

     

 The multi-cultural club has been meeting during the past months.  We 
met for the first time in October for a welcoming meeting.  During the meeting 

the students discussed different American games that they wanted to learn about 
and play and whether the students had similar games in their countries.  In No-

vember we celebrated Thanksgiving and had a traditional Thanksgiving feast 
which consisted of food from the different countries - Pakistan, Japan and Amer-
ica.  We discussed the traditions and the history of Thanksgiving and the differ-

ent foods served at a traditional American dinner.  We also discussed similar 
holidays in  different countries.  In December we will study the different Decem-

ber holiday celebrations and traditions in the various native countries of the 
E.S.L. students. We will design wreaths with the greetings in the native lan-

guages of the students in addition to other activities.  

  

Day Date Time Event 

Wednes-

day 
12/5 7:00 pm 

Winter Concert I at the High School-  

6th, 7th, 8th, and Pops Bands 

Tuesday 12/11 7:00 pm 
Winter Concert II at the High School- 

6th, 7th, 8th, and Festival Chorus 

Tuesday 12/18 7:00 pm 

Winter Concert III at the Middle School- 

6th, 7th, 8th Grade Orchestras, and  

Jazz Band and Ensemble 

Fri.-Sat. 
3/28-

3/29 
7:30 pm Drama Production 

Thursday 4/17 7:00 pm 
Spring Concert I at the High School- 

6th, 7th, 8th, and Pops Bands 

Friday 5/2   SEPTA Street Fair 

Wednes-

day 
5/7 7:00 pm 

Spring Concert II at the Middle School- 

6th, 7th, 8th Grade Orchestras, and  

Jazz Band and Ensemble 

Wednes-

day 
5/14 7:00 pm 

Spring Concert III at the High School- 

6th, 7th, 8th, and Festival Chorus 

Monday 5/26 TBA Memorial Day Parade 

  Calendar of Events Middle School 2007-2008 



The Ugly Duckling 
 

This Olivier winning, contemporary telling of The Ugly Duckling Story, is a fun 

filled adventure in discovering the joys of being different from the writing team 

currently creating the West End bound production of Mary Poppins! 
  

The show that beat The Lion King out of the Olivier award (the British equivalent 

to the Tony® Award)! Honk! Junior is a contemporary retelling of Hans Christian 

Andersen's classic story, "The Ugly Duckling" and features a Joseph... Dream-

coat-like score that kids everywhere will enjoy. 
  

Honk! Junior is a great reminder of all the things we hope kids learn--accept oth-

ers for who they are, not what they look like, remember that being different is 

okay, and remember that out there somewhere, someone's going to love you -- 

warts and all! 
  

Recreation Connec-
tions Club 

 
AT THE RECREATION CON-
NECTIONS CLUB THE STU-
DENTS HAVE BEEN WORKING 
ON TEAMWORK AND POSI-
TIVE COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS THROUGH ACTIVITIES 
THAT VARY FROM GAMES, 
TO SPORTS AND EVEN 
WOODSHOP.  THEIR GOAL 
IS WORKING TOGETHER TO 
GET PROJECTS ACCOM-
PLISHED. THE STUDENTS 
HAVE ALSO DISCUSSED HOW 
IMPORTANT IT IS 
TO INTERACT WITH OTHERS 
IN AN APPROPRIATE MAT-
TER.  SO FAR THE STUDENTS 
HAVE DONE VERY WELL AND 
SEEM EAGER TO CONTINUE.   
  
MR. CAMILLERI AND MR. 
CAPUTO 

What A SWEET Story! 
  

               On October 29th, tables in Mrs. Andrews’,  
Mrs. Reide’s, and Mrs. Petro’s classrooms at the Middle 
School were overflowing with candy! Why, you might be 
asking yourself? The generous students in these three 
teachers’ classes donated bags of candy to send to their 
special friends at the Adults and Children with Learning 
Disabilities facility (A.C.L.D.) in Bethpage. A.C.L.D. is a 
facility for adults with developmental disabilities. 
       Mrs. Andrews’ sister, Elyssa, is an instructor at 
A.C.L.D. When Mrs. Andrews’ students learned about 
A.C.L.D., they decided to send some Halloween wishes 
to Elyssa’s clients.  
       These terrific sixth graders created handmade Hal-
loween cards and donated tons of candy! On October 
29th, the students filled over one hundred fifty trick-or-
treat bags with yummy treats to send to their friends! 
       Thanks to these special sixth graders, their new 
friends in Bethpage celebrated Halloween in a SWEET 
way! 
  
P.S. A NOTE OF THANKS…Mrs. Andrews and 
Elyssa would like to thank all of the parents, stu-
dents, Mrs. Reide, Mrs. Petro, and Ms. Pourakis 
for their generous donations in this special pro-
ject. Your kindness will forever be appreciated! 
You truly MADE A DIFFERENCE! 



Spearhead Yearbook Club  

 
Lights, camera, action!  That is this year’s 

theme for the 2007-2008 Spearhead yearbook!  

The yearbook staff has been working hard to 

make sure that this year’s book is better than 

last year.  We have been working to take pic-

tures of all the big events from the eighth grade 

dance to the many activities that go on in our 

school every day.  Keep an eye out for your or-

der form in the mail from Jostens.  This year, 

like last year, you are ordering directly from the 

company.  Don’t forget to check out their 

amazing personalization options to make your 

yearbook even more special!  Any ordering 

questions, you can reach Ms. Costigan at the 

middle school ext. 677.  All 8th graders, start 

looking for your favorite baby photo to be 

added to this years book as well! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Sixth graders at the middle school 
recently visited the Vanderbilt Museum 
in Centerport, New York.  The museum 
trip was an extension of their study of 
ancient civilizations.  During the two 
hour program, students were intrigued 
by the 3,000 year old mummy and the life 
of the millionaire who brought this mag-
nificent find to Long Island.  
 
 William K. Vanderbilt II visited 
Egypt three times in his life.  As a child, 
his family sailed on the Nile.  In 1928 and 
1931, he and his wife, Rosamond, 
cruised around the world in the luxury 
yachts, Ara and Alva.  These tours were 
documented in Vanderbilt’s journals and 
photographs.  During the 1931 tour, Van-
derbilt purchased a mummy and coffin 
from an antique shop for his museum.  In 
1995 the investigation into this ancient 
person’s life revealed interesting facts 
and prompted new questions.  These re-
mains encouraged our students to look 
at their own cultural ideas about life and 
death and their connection to the past.  
 
 Program Highlights: 
 
-Introduction to the life of William K. Van-
derbilt II 
-A slide presentation of historical photo-
graphs and Egyptian mummies 
-A viewing of the Vanderbilt mummy and 
coffin 
-An examination of X-rays and CAT 
scans of the Vanderbilt Mummy 
-Students created individual bookmarks 
incorporating hieroglyphs 

           

     Egyptian MummiesEgyptian MummiesEgyptian MummiesEgyptian Mummies 

Have a joyous and happy holiday season!Have a joyous and happy holiday season!Have a joyous and happy holiday season!Have a joyous and happy holiday season!    

    


